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STMA Highest Honors Presented

At the Sports Turf Managers Association’s (STMA) 16th Annual Conference and Exhibition in Phoenix, Jan. 19-23, four Founders Awards, STMA’s most prestigious honors, were presented. Among the four winners is Kevin Meredith from the National Soccer Hall of Fame.  He received the George Toma Golden Rake Award that acknowledges an individual’s strong work ethic and job performance.

Meredith is the Sports Turf Manager at the National Soccer Hall of Fame in Oneonta, N.Y., a position he has held for the past 14 years.  His knowledge, expertise and dedication have been invaluable in the development of the Hall of Fame. In 2000, he won the STMA Soccer Field of the Year for a municipality. During the 1980’s he worked for the Otsego County Stop DWI Program and was a credentialed alcoholism counselor for six years.  Meredith was a founding member of both the Oneonta Radio Control Fliers and the Leather Stocking Chapter of the Experimental Aircraft Association.  He was an aerographer’s mate (weatherman) in the Navy and holds a bachelors degree from Oneonta State.  He is a member of the New York State Turfgrass Association and is Class A member of the Golf Course Superintendents Association of America.   He belongs to the Central New York Chapter of GCSAA and is the Superintendent at River Greens Par 3 in Oneonta.   

Also receiving awards was Steve LeGros, G.C.A. Services at the University of New Hampshire, who received The Dick Ericson Award, which is given to a sports turf manager who positively impacts the sports turf industry and exhibits effective team leadership.  Dr. A.J. Powell, University of Kentucky, was awarded the Dr. William H. Daniel Award, which acknowledges his significant contributions to the sports turf industry through research, teaching and extension outreach.   The Harry C. Gill Memorial Award was presented to Lynda Wightman of Hunter Industries.  The Gill Award recognizes an individual for their hard work in the sports turf industry and acknowledges their dedication and service to the STMA.

STMA is the not-for-profit, professional association for the men and women who manage sports fields.  Its more than 2,500 members oversee sports fields and facilities at schools, colleges and universities, parks and recreational facilities, and professional sports stadiums.  The membership’s goal is to manage natural turf and synthetic surfaces to produce safe and aesthetically pleasing playing surfaces for athletes at all levels of playing abilities.  STMA also has the support of commercial members that furthers the industry through continuous advancements in technology.  Since 1981, the association and its dozens of local chapters have been providing education, information and sharing practical knowledge in the art and science of sports field management. 

